7" Grade Advanced ILA

Mrs. Harris




Dear Parents,

I would like to extend to you a warm welcome for the 2009-10 school:
year! I have many exciting plans this year and look forward to meeting my
new students. I want to communicate some important information that is
required of the students in the Advanced ILA program. First of all, students
are required to read three independent novels over the summer. The books
selected for this summer are Trouble Don't Last by Shelley Pearsall, So B. It
by Sarah Weeks and Dunk by David Lubar.

I recommend that the students read the novels in the month of August
and take notes on the books main ideas and theme as well as important |
vocabulary words that are used throughout the book. Students will also need
to complete the assignments on the novels Trouble Don’t Last and So B. It.
Upon return to school in September, students will complete various
performance tasks that incorporate the themes from these books and the
culminating activity for the Dunk book. Thank you and have a wonderful
summer break and I will see you in September.

Mfs. Harris



Due: Ménday, September 14 , 3069 -

Directions: Please answer all fifteen énest_ions’ below in complete
sentences, Make sure all questions are completely answered and have

detailed explanations. All answers should be typed in Times New Roman,
Jont size 14. Your name and period 2 should be centered at the top of each

page. The amount of credit you receive will depend on the éffort yau put
Jorth in your résponses. This includes details, grammar, punctuation and = -
Sentence structure. A SR e

1. The Title, So B. I, could hive several meanings. What do you think -
. the title means? ' e SRR
2. Bernadette selflessly and patiently takes care of Heidi and her mother,

who both need a caretaker. Why do you think she'is willing to spend

Her time and money on people she does not know? What benefits, if -
any, does Bernje receive? =~ -~ - o S R
3. As a young child, Heidi has tremendous responsibilities; shopptng
_ with her mother, running errands for Bernié, and baby-sitting fora
 neighbor'to earn money. How do these experiences influence Heidias -
" she grows up? A e e
4. When Heidi develops the mystetious rofl of film and brings the
pictures home to view; Betnie asks her, "WHhat's the worst it-could e
be?" Heidi responds: "nothing. The worst would be if therewas = | = .
nothing" (p50). Why would nothing have been the worst thing for .

Heidi to find? |

5. Heidi is afraid she will end up like her mother, full of missing pieces, . .

. if she does.not go to Liberty to discover her past (p85). .'Do.-yo_ni think .. -
that taking this journey is worth the pain it-causes Bernie?.

6. Heidi is afraid to take the trip to Liberty alone, and several times'en . .
“route she is ready to turn around and return home to Bernie. Whatis



the dnvmg force that keeps her on the road to leerty‘? Does she have
any regrets. If so, what are they? . =

7. When Heidi lies to Alice, she realizes her hes are unnecessary but that
she doesn't feel remorseful until she gets caught (p117). What do you
think this indicates about Heidi's character and. her search for identity? -

8. Heidi realizes she doesn't miss her dad because she has never known . -
him, therefore life without him seems normal. She tells Georgia, "You
can't miss what you don't remember having” (p126) Do you think this. -
is true? Why or why not? What are some expenences you have longad'
for even though you have never had them. |

9. Ruby tells:Heidi that it probably doesn't mean anytlnng that Elllot
says "soof" regularly, but Heidi says, "I think everything means -
something, even when you don't kndw what it is” (p181-182). Bas&d
on Heidi's life experiences, how would you support her belief? -

10.Roy and Ruby cannot understand why Mr. Hill is not telling the truth
about Heidi's mother. But even though Heidi does not know why, she
knows that "sometimes people lie because the truth is too hard to
admit* (p201). What truth is Mr. Hill afraid to admit? How do the o
choices he made affect Heidi's life? ' g

“11.Mir. Hill tells Heidi that someday he;would like to lmow her @240)
Do you think Heidi will ever allow him to know her? How do you
think she will get to know her father, Elliot? - .
12.0ne of the lessons Heidi learns is that life is not fair. stcnss the |
. people and events in Heidi's life, and list the ones that are unfair. How .
~ do these life experiences help Heidi become a stronger person?
13.Until Heidf's trip to Liberty, she lives a sheltered life with only one .
friend and very little communication with anyone other than Bem:e., i
Even though Bernie teaches her a multitude of lessons, do you thm‘k
Heidi's social development suffers? How éayeuthmkﬂeuit will
adjust to attending school for the ﬁrst time in jumar Ingh‘? What
hurdies will she have to overcome? L
14.In chapter one, Heidi says, "I'd be lying if I said that g:ven a chome 1 I
wouldn't rather know than not know.” What does Heidi leamn sbout
“knowing and not knowing on her journey to find her identity? .
15. AfmerdPSJmmmytoleathetpmmﬁnﬁm ends, her
ludcy stre:ak secras 1o dtsappear What is the s:gmﬁcance of Held1 R



Due: Thuré&ay, September - /0, A007

. Directions: Define the following words below based on the context they were used in the
novel. Then write down the quote that was associated with each word. (The page number
is given in parentheses.) ‘Your response should be typed in Times New Roman, font size”
14, and your name and period 2 should be placed at -ﬂ;e-top-cf thc page. - '

1. spindles (8)

2, comknotion @6y .
3. pinprick (68)

4. delirflum (70) G AR IR S

5. harrow (77)

6. crav;t (122) -

7. humaniy a2
8. benevaignée (123) |

9. cm;stab:é}:'('z'm. -

10. (Choose your own Vocabulary word) ~ ()



i

ARt o1e

Directions: Pick two of the' thamesbelowthat you'_;’e"el c'r“é‘ most unportant in.

reading this novel. Answer the questions and ‘add important details and quotes from the -
book to back up your response.Your response should be typed in Times New Roman,
font size 14, and your name and period 2 should be placed at the top of page. . ' -

Family-Slaves were often separated from thelr real famllies, but they worked to
create a traditional family structure. Who Is Samuel’s famlly? How Is Samuel's

relationship with Lilly different from his relationship with Harrison? Why is Samuelso - -

worrled about Lilly when he and Harrison are on the run? Describe Samuel’s feelings
when Harrison gives him the gray yarn that belonged to his mother. How do you |
know that Harrison planned to someday tell Samuel the truth about his mother? :

Freedom-How does the River Jordan metaphor relate to freedom (pg 55—56).
Harrison had run away once before, but was caught, beaten, and returned to Master
Hackler. Why is Harison so willing to run away again, especiaily knowing the
consequences of being caught? At what paint does Samuel know that Harrison is
planning to take him and escape? What is Samuael’s idea of freedom? Discuss
whether Harrison Is looking for freedom for himself, or primarily for Samuel.

Fear-Samuel says, YTruth is, even the thought of going straight to hell didn’t scare
me as much as the thought of running away.” (pg 21) Discuss why Samuel goes with
Harrison when he is so frightened by the thoughts of running away. Trace Samuel's
fears throughout the novel. How does Harrison help Samuel with his-fears? At what

point does Samuel begin to handle his fears? Name the characters In the novel who
appear fearless. i

Courage-How Is courage related to fear in the n?vel?_What Is Samuel’s most

Courageous moment in the book? There are people all along the way that help ‘
Samuel and Harrison. How does it take courage for these people to serve as guides i
on the Underground Raliroad? Who are all the people that heip Samuel and Harrison
along the way and what does each person do to heip them? '

Survival- How does the river man help Samuel develop survivai skilis? Explain the |
following warning from the river man: *Haste willl always be your undoing. You walt :
and look for thelr weakness. Then. you plan.a way out.” (pg 92) How do they use .
these words to benefit themselves throughout the novel? | C
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